CHAPTER I

LIFE IN NEW ZEALAND

Ernest Rutherford was born on 30 August 1871, at Spring Grove, later
called Brightwater, thirteen miles south of the town of Nelson, in the
northern part of the South Island, The house has been pulled down,
but there is a reproduction of it, in its derelict days, overleaf. His
grandfather George Rutherford was a wheelwright at Perth, Scotland,
and was engaged by Captain Thorns to migrate to New Zealand in
order to erect a mill at Motueka. The whole family sailed in the Phoebe
Dunbar from Dundee in 1842, and one of the sons named James, then
aged three, was destined to be the father of Ernest.

About 1855 a widow named Caroline Thompson, with her little girl
Martha, aged twelve, left Hornchurch, Essex, together with Caroline's
parents, die Shutdeworths, and landed in Auckland after a long voyage
in the sailing ship Bank of England* From Auckland they sailed in the
brig Ocean to New Plymouth, on the south-west coast of the North
Island, and remained there until trouble with the Maoris caused the
women and children to be sent to Nelson in the South Island, and finally
it happened diat on 20 April 1866, Martha Thompson, at one time a
school teacher, was married to James Rutherford,

In 1875 the Ruthcrfords moved ten miles to Foxhill in the same
district of Nelson, A large family was born, seven sons and five daughters,
One boy, Percy, died as an infant. Two boys, Herbert and Charles,
aged nine and eight, were drowned in Pelorus Sound when sailing with
an older boy of another family, The four sons who grew to manhood
were George, Ernest, James and Arthur. Ernest was fourth child and
second son. The names of his sisters were Nellie (Mrs M, P, Chapman),
Alice (Mrs A, T. Elliot, deceased), Florence (Mrs H. G. Streiff), Ethel
(Mrs H. G. Sergei) ud Eva (Mrs L- T* Bell),

Rutherford's father, while at Foxhill, earned his living as a wheel-
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